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Concepts of Eternity, Time, and History of N. I. Nadezhdin as the Editor
of Telescope

Toshiyuki SHIMOSATO

Joetsu University of Education

This article analyzes the concepts of eternity, time, and history surrounding of N. I. Nadezhdin
(1804—-1856), with the aim of clarifying his motivations for publishing P. Chaadaev’s “Philosophical
Letters” in his journal Telescope in 1836. Previous studies noted that Nadezhdin had a Platonic-
Christian vision of the future, in which humanity would have to seek the Kingdom of God just
as Plato sought his ideal Republic. But scholars have not yet clarified how he connected his
Platonic ideals of eternity with the historical phenomena of the world, and how his religious and
philosophical views of the world related to his editorial policy for 7elescope.

This study shows that Nadezhdin believed that time is the image or likeness of the divine
eternity in the phenomenal world, which is assigned to return to its prototype. Consequently, the
created beings of the world would gradually move toward the ideal world over a long period of
time. Thus, from his perspective, real “history” is nothing but the movement of the world toward
its eternal ideal. From this historical perspective, Nadezhdin endorsed Chaadaev’s “Letters,” which
completely dismissed the value of Russia’s past. In other words, Nadezhdin held that the Russian
people still did not have a true national identity, which should seek divine eternity through the
establishment of the Kingdom of God. He criticized the people of his own country for their mindset
of always looking solely at their neighbors on the horizontal plane without contemplating their
own ideal future. Therefore, he intended to shock his audience by publishing Chaadaev’s “Letters,”
and thus call them to a spiritual awakening. Moreover, it should be emphasized that, in contrast to
the perspective of the assumed cultural superiority of Western nations expressed in “Letters,” he
intended to emphasize how every nation must, in its own way, rise to realize the universal ideal
of humanity. Thus, Nadezhdin set Russian journalism in a critical direction, which was inherited
by the next generation of realist critics such as V. Belinsky and N. Chernyshevsky. In this sense, it
can be said that his theoretical and practical activities determined the main direction that Russia’s
intelligentsia would follow.



